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By David Cederstrom

Jeffrey Bingham, 12, of Gansevoort, 
says he was just looking around 

on the Internet last spring when he 
found plans for an off-road vehicle 
that looks like a scaled-down ver-
sion of a military Jeep. He “thought 
it would be cool” to build one.

Over the past year, Jeff construct-
ed the vehicle, with a bit of help 
from his grandfather, Bill Bingham, 
and his father, also Bill Bingham 
(the two Bills have different middle 
names).

Jeff’s father said they bought plans 
from the Struck-Kit company for its 
“Mini-Beep” amphibious ORT (off-
road truck) for Jeff’s birthday.

“Probably getting it finished and 
driving it” was the most fun, Jeff 
said, adding that its top speed is 
around 5 miles per hour.

The vehicle’s uniqueness is also 
cool, he said. As far as he knows, 
“it’s probably the only one in New York.”

They plan to drive it in Gansevoort’s 
Fourth of July parade.

Jeff’s grandfather, who worked in ra-

dio station equipment and sales, said Jeff 
talked him into buying the five sheets of 
plywood used for the main structure of 
the vehicle.

Cutting the plywood to the proper 
shapes was the hardest part, Jeff said. 
His grandfather said he coached Jeff on 
how to make the drawings for the ply-
wood pieces with the appropriate angles 
and arcs from the plan book, and then 
Jeff made the drawings, cut the pieces 

and assembled them.
Jeff “got a pretty good education” on 

transferring diagrams from the plans 
to full-size drawings, as well as a good 
bonding experience with his grandfa-
ther, his father said.

He said Jeff has “grown up around 
mechanical things, [and] tries to ana-
lyze everything, figure out what makes 
it work, and why.”

Bill has a dump truck and excavation 
business. “I’ve got a lot of heavy equip-
ment,” such as a bucket loader and a 
log skidder. He said Jeff has previously 
helped him build a lot of things, “but 
nothing to this scope.”

For the Beep, he said he supplied Jeff 
with some coaching for assembling the 
running gear, and worked on fiberglass-
ing and painting.

Jeff has always been interested in tools, 
and has collected a number of the basics, 
like a drill and a sander. They gradually 
purchased the mechanical parts for the 
Beep over the last year.

In other interests, Jeff said, “I have two 
R/C [radio controlled] cars I like to use,” 
and a four-wheeler ATV.

Jeff said the “Jeep” is supposed to 
float, but at the time of this interview it 
hadn’t been on the water. They had yet 
to install a box that goes on the rear to 
provide additional flotation. 

A few other details were planned, like 
adding tail lights and turn signals.

The design can use “any engine that 
you can find” of around 6-horsepower, 
Jeff said. They’re using a Honda.

The vehicle is operated with motorcy-
cle-like handlebars, and three foot ped-
als — one for forward, one for reverse, 
and one for brakes.

With aid of dad & 
grandad, Jeff Bingham, 
12, of Gansevoort, 
mostly did it himself. 

Built a working ‘Jeep’ from plywood & a kit

Here are just a few of the steps Jeff Bingham took in making his “Mini-Beep” out of plywood. 

Jeffrey Bingham at the wheel 
of the Jeep-like ORT (off-road 
truck) he built over the past year, 
with a bit of help from his father, 
Bill (in the passenger seat).    
Below: Jeffrey’s grandfather, 
also Bill Bingham.


